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Design Center a
Win-Win for LB
By Cindy Frye

The City of Long Beach is in
flux. City wide elec tions are on
the ho ri zon, a hand ful of
con tro ver sial de vel op ment
pro jects are on the draw ing
boards and cit i zens are get ting
an ear ful of prom ises from lo cal 
pol i ti cians to in ter na tional
cor po ra tions about how to
make their lives better.

One as pect of this in ter est ing 
pe riod for the fifth-larg est city
in the state is look ing at the way 
the com mu nity’s land scape is
chang ing. With am bi tious
high-rise and re tail
de vel op ments down town
ad dress ing hous ing and tour ism 
needs, to add ing thou sands of
square feet of space at the city’s 
an ti quated mu nic i pal air port,
one of the more in noc u ous
pro jects seems to be hit ting the
proverbial brick wall.

The Home De pot De sign
Cen ter pro ject in East Long
Beach is be ing pro posed to
re place the long-aban doned
“tank farm” along Studebaker
Road at Loynes Drive. The
pri vate de vel op ment, which
would in clude more than
139,500 square feet of a home
de sign and gar den cen ter, 6,000 
square feet of res tau rant space
and 12,000 square feet of re tail
stores, would ul ti mately
elim i nate the blighted
ap pear ance of the 16.7 acre
tank farm.

But that’s not all. It would
bring traf fic flow
im prove ments from 2nd Street

to the 22 Free way, im proved
open-space ac cess and
ad di tional rev e nue to a city
where a three-year bud get
def i cit has caused city ser vices
to be reduced. 

To help de mys tify the
pro ject, which was ini tially
pro posed for the site two years
ago, and to share in for ma tion
spot light ing the pos i tive ef fects 
the de vel op ment would have on 
the area, a grass roots group of
con cerned cit i zens have banded 
to gether to share their
en thu si asm and knowl edge,
about the development.

As part of that ef fort, Beeler
& As so ci ates, the par ent
com pany of the Beach comber,
is spear head ing a lo cal pub lic
re la tions cam paign to ed u cate
the cit i zenry and dis pel any
mis in for ma tion about the
project.

“In our opin ion, the De sign
Cen ter is the best pos si ble use
for the par cel be ing
de vel oped,” said agency owner
Jay Beeler. “This is a rare
op por tu nity to re verse the trend 
of sales tax dol lars go ing to
other cit ies and to re duce the
city’s dis mal pov erty rank ing,”
he added.

Ac cord ing to an Eco nomic
Im pact Re port re cently
pre pared by Lisa Grobar and
Jo seph Magaddino, pro fes sors
of eco nom ics at CSULB, the
De sign Cen ter would
sig nif i cantly boost the area’s
economy.

Ac cord ing to the re port, the
an tic i pated con struc tion costs
of the cen ter and re lated
es tab lish ments would be more
than $21 mil lion. Con struc tion
ac tiv ity alone would gen er ate
221 di rect and 63 in di rect jobs,
with 116 in duced jobs, for a
to tal re gional impact of 400
jobs. 

The to tal em ploy ment
im pact to the re gion, ex clud ing
con struc tion, is 389 new jobs
with a com bined pay roll of
$12.9 mil lion and out put
val ued at $42.5 mil lion,
ac cord ing to Grobar’s and
Magaddino’s pre dic tions.
His tor i cally, re tail jobs tend to
be filled by lo cal work ers, thus
giv ing Long Beach res i dents
em ploy ment op por tu ni ties they 
may otherwise not have. 

The eco nom ics pro fes sors
es ti mate that in the first year,
the de sign cen ter would
gen er ate $50 mil lion in sales,
which in turn would gen er ate
tax able rev e nues of $4.1
mil lion, of which $500,000
ac crues to the city’s gen eral
fund. Other re tail busi nesses at
the cen ter would gen er ate 30

jobs with tax able sales of $3.9
mil lion and the res tau rant
would gen er ate 25 jobs and
with tax able sales of $1.1
million.

The Home De pot De sign
Cen ter is in tended to at tract an
in te rior de sign cli en tele, un like
the Home De pot Home
Im prove ment stores, which
ca ter more to “do-it-your self”
home im prove ment nov ices
and the con struc tion trade.
Con cerns have been raised that
this type of cen ter would at tract
day la bor ers who tend to loi ter
near the prop erty. How ever,
be cause the de sign as pect of the 
cen ter is not con trac tor
ori ented, there is little demand
for those workers.

Other note wor thy as pects of
the pro ject in clude ex ten sive
land scap ing and ar chi tec tural
façade im prove ments to the
over all ap pear ance of the
prop erty, im prove ments to the
7th Street Park ad ja cent to
Kettering El e men tary School,
and more than $2 mil lion in
traf fic im prove ment mea sures,
all paid for by the developer.

beachcom    ber

STORE FRONT rendering of the Home Depot Design Center
proposed for the “tank farm” at Studebaker Rd. and Loynes Dr.
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A tele phone sur vey in
Au gust 2005 asked about 500
reg is tered vot ers in the area
what they thought about the
pro ject. Re sults re vealed that
71 per cent sup port the pro ject
be cause it keeps sales tax
dol lars in the city and cre ates
jobs; 78 per cent sup port it
be cause the pro ject will clean
up the ex ist ing blight; and
over all, 65 per cent polled
city wide support the project.

From the be gin ning, back in
March 2004, some res i dents
liv ing in the Uni ver sity Park
Es tates neigh bor hood near the
site have cir cled the wag ons to
fight off the De sign Cen ter
pro ject. The is sues voiced by
the res i dents con cern the
qual ity of life of their
neigh bor hood, in creased traf fic 
through their streets and along
Studebaker Road and Loynes
Drive, wetlands de struc tion,
toxic dump leak age, noise
dur ing and af ter con struc tion,
and al low ing an other “big-box
retailer” into the area.

An En vi ron men tal Im pact
Re port was con ducted for the
pro ject with pub lic com ment
end ing in June 2005. The re port 
con cluded that most of the
res i dents’ con cerns were

un founded and that in fact the
de vel op ment would im prove a
num ber of con di tions,
in clud ing traf fic cir cu la tion and 
would cre ate a pe des trian and
bicycle-friendly environment. 

As for the wetlands
con cerns, the EIR con firmed
that no wet land en vi ron ment
ex isted on the site and also
pointed out that this pro ject is
one of the first to be re quired to
meet the 30 per cent open space
re quire ment in the South East
Area De vel op ment and
Im prove ment Plan (SEADIP).

Be cause the site cur rently is
zoned for in dus trial uses, an
al ter na tive to the De sign Cen ter 
pro ject un der con sid er ation is a
truck re ceiv ing ter mi nal, which 
does not gen er ate sales tax
rev e nue for the city. 

One sup porter of the pro ject, 
Uni ver sity Park Es tates
res i dent Mark Bixby, whose
ex tended fam ily owns a large
por tion of the land in SEADIP
but does not have any fi nan cial
in ter est in the pro ject, has said,
along with many of this
neigh bors, that he sup ports
bring ing the Home De pot
De sign Cen ter to his neck of the 
woods. “Do you want a nice
re tail cen ter . . . or do you want

an in dus trial park with a lot
more trucks?” Bixby
questioned.

If the pro posed pro ject does
come to fru ition, the
neigh bor ing com mu nity would
not only have ac cess to home
im prove ment and gar den cen ter 
shop ping op por tu ni ties, along
with re tail stores and a
fam ily-ori ented res tau rant, but

a wel com ing and en tic ing
in vi ta tion to shop and dine –
and spend rev e nue-gen er at ing
dollars – in Long Beach.

To get a thor ough glimpse of 
the Home De pot De sign Cen ter
pro ject, sup port ers and the
cu ri ous alike are en cour aged to
log onto
www.designcenter4lb.com. 

ARTIST RENDERING, below, of what the tank farm at Studebaker
Rd. and Loynes Dr. will look like at the main entrance to the Home
Depot Design Center complex and the current view.
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