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Beachcombing
By Jay Beeler

I have a con fes sion to make: I’m a week end war rior.

Most re cently I in stalled a new hood above our new cook top 
and built some new kitchen cab i nets. It’s great ex er cise for a
desk jockey and you re ally get a sense of ac com plish ment do ing 
things yourself.

This ac tiv ity also in volves fre quent trips to stores like
Lowe’s, Long Beach Ply wood, Ace Hard ware, Coastal Paint or
– as a last re sort be cause the tax dol lars don’t come to Long
Beach – Home De pot in Sig nal Hill.

This is why I find cer tain Uni ver sity Park Es tates (UPE)
res i dents’ op po si tion to a Home De pot De sign Cen ter on
Studebaker Road – in the cen ter of a blighted in dus trial area –
amaz ingly short sighted. 

The truth of the mat ter is that our homes are our most prized
pos ses sion. Amer i cans are spend ing hun dreds of bil lions of
dol lars each year on home im prove ments and have sky rock eted
com pa nies like Home De pot to the sec ond-larg est re tailer
na tion wide (af ter Wal-Mart) with $81.5 bil lion in sales last
year. 

With just half the num ber of stores as Home De pot, Lowe’s
re cently re leased an earn ings re port stat ing a 37 per cent sales
surge with $43.2 bil lion in 2005 sales.

The UPE op po si tion cites in creased traf fic con cerns, day
la bor ers, site con tam i na tion, in ap pro pri ate land use and a
va ri ety of other rea sons to say no to Home De pot. But if you
look at the Lowe’s on Bell flower Blvd., you don’t see traf fic
is sues or day la bor ers, be cause they don’t live in East Long
Beach, and the newer De sign Cen ters are less
con trac tor-ori ented, con tain more ex hibit space, and are geared
to the homeowner.

The only site con tam i na tion is from a small amount of
pe tro leum-based ma te rial at the base of ex ist ing fuel tanks,
about one-foot deep and two-feet wide, from prior treat ment of
tank ex te ri ors to pre vent cor ro sion and rust ing. It’ll be eas ily
re moved in ac cor dance with state and federal guidelines.

What the De sign Cen ter will bring to Long Beach is 389 new
jobs, $650,000-plus an nu ally for the city’s gen eral fund
(ac cord ing to a re cent eco nomic study), re moval of a blighted

tank farm in the mid dle of an area zoned
gen eral in dus trial, as well as con ve nient
shops, a res tau rant and a home im prove ment 
cen ter that’s cur rently lack ing in Southeast
Long Beach.

The com pany has al ready com mit ted to
in vest $5 mil lion in traf fic im prove ments,
sewer up grades, new park land, site
im prove ments, and ev ery thing pos si ble in
their ef fort to be a good neighbor.

The op po si tion by lo cal res i dents and cer tain pol i ti cians is
in ap pro pri ate and un founded. I’m re minded of the road blocks
de cades ago put in the path of the au to mo bile deal ers and other
large re tail ers to lo cate in Long Beach, thus driv ing them into
Signal Hill.

Can di dates seek ing votes from the UPE home own ers claim
“we need more time” to study the traf fic is sues, es pe cially with
the Lennar pro ject be ing pro posed at PCH and 2nd St. Yes, that
pro ject will make the PCH/2nd St. sit u a tion worse if Studebaker 
Road is not built be tween 2nd St. and Pa cific Coast Hwy. No,
the De sign Cen ter will not have the same im pacts, as ev i denced
by the traf fic vol ume at Lowe’s on Bellflower. 

So all of my fel low like-minded week end war riors who’d like
to see the tank farm re moved, new jobs cre ated in Long Beach,
and more tax dol lars stay in the com mu nity should visit the
re cently launched website at www.designcenter4lb.com or call
(562) 597-0509.

This website is part an in for ma tion cam paign backed by lo cal 
res i dents who sup port the pro ject and want to sep a rate the
fic tion from fact in the hopes that those op pos ing it will quit
look ing this gift horse in the mouth. Gov ern ment So lu tions,
Home De pot’s lo cal com mu nity re la tions firm, has agreed to
re im burse my PR firm, Beeler & As so ci ates, for as sem bling the
website, mail ers and other pub lic ed u ca tion ma te ri als, so your
per sonal endorsement is all that’s needed.

To gether, we can do what’s in the best in ter ests of the en tire
city, not just the very vo cal mi nor ity. I look for ward to hear ing
from you.

beachcom    ber


